
Getting & Gathering Graduate Goals

My professional goals when I was applying to Graduate School, specifically, the Master 
of Arts in Education were to become more successful in teaching within my profession and to 
have the students learning to their maximum capacity.  I believe that there is always more to 
learn and the more I learn about the subjects I’m teaching as well as becoming a better teacher 
with more effective models of teaching; the more that my students will benefit in their learning 
as well.  In the classroom, I am able to notice what works and does not work, so that I can make 
changes for a more productive environment.  Additional classes in my specific area of learning 
will allow more flexibility within my teaching, including new and upcoming ideas to make 
learning fun for everyone at any level in any grade.  These classes will enable me to continue 
with differentiation; while using different forms of instruction such as individual, partner, and 
group work, noticing that each student learns in a unique way and trying these strategies will 
give them the opportunity to achieve in their best suited interest.  These are the same goals I still 
have for myself after nearing the end of my graduate experience.  

My choice in concentration area is Literacy.  I chose Literacy because I majored in 
Elementary Education at Michigan State University, specializing my classes in Language Arts.  
Reading and Writing are foundational blocks to other subjects of learning, and I believe that in 
this area, students have a lot of room to show their strengths.  My hopes for the Graduate School 
program is to find different strategies other than the ones I have already obtained to get each 
student to a higher reading level by the end of the year.  I would be interested in finding new 
ways to have students do group work and interact with one another throughout their learning, 
while simultaneously working on their own reading goals.  Throughout this year, we have had 
reading groups based on their zone of proximal development so students can read in groups of 4-
5 that are at their same level.  I have also conducted corrective reading with other students.  I use 
resources online to cater to specific literacy needs, so students can follow along with the reading 
with comprehension questions at the end to do an informal assessment and check for 
understanding.  The last of many reasons why I picked this concentration is to explore new ideas 
for students that speak second languages since my current school has about 90% of the school 
that speaks Spanish as their first language.  

Finally, these goals remained the same because the primary goal was for me to continue 
to learn so that my students can do the same.  When I know more strategies to implement in the 
classroom, my students will benefit from those changes.  There is always room for improvement 
and changes to make the best, most efficient classroom, and my graduate experience pushed me 
to maintain and meet my goals from the very beginning.   


